
 
At Grimoldby Primary school, we have been so motivated to 

promote Reading for Pleasure for all our children. In 2021, we 

opened our new library and have made a pledge to 

continuously introduce new and exciting books to our school. 

Teachers read every day to our children and our children 

surveys showed how much more children are enjoying books 

this year. Encouraging children’s reading at home is also very 

important to us. We want all children to see the benefits of 

reading, but we also want it to be something that they choose 

to do because they love it! There is strong evidence linking 

reading for pleasure and educational outcomes, but the 

benefits of reading for pleasure go beyond this and stretch throughout a 

person's life. In this newsletter, we hope to offer you advice to support 

reading at home as well as sharing reading news from school.  

 



Reading Together in Families Counts! 

Children need support to develop the habit and love of reading. Three core strategies support readers, as 

the Open University research indicates: 

o Reading Aloud 

o Time to read as a family 

o Book chat 

So ‘just relax and read’. Time and space to hear stories and to read and talk informally about what you’re 

reading makes a difference to children’s pleasure in reading. 

Book Chat encourages readers. Open 

questions, comments and prompts get 

the Book Chat going. Invite your child to 

make connections and share views. Join 

in with your thoughts too! Book Chat 

develops language, comprehension and 

pleasure. In the picture to the right, you 

will be able to find some questions that 

can help you with this.  

 

If you would like some video guidance on 

Book Talk, please follow the link: 

 

https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-

chat-reading-with-your-child/ 

 
 
 

https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/
https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child/
https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child/


Research shows that parents who regularly read with their children develops children’s language and 
literacy skills. It is a perfect time for you both to relax; share thoughts and feelings; have fun and chat 
together! This experience is invaluable for children. In order to do this, we need to read to children, read 
with children, and talk to them about books. Here are some tips to prompt book talk from the Open 
University: 

Reading Role Models 
 
As parents we read all the time, but not necessarily books. We read the 

news, whether on social media, apps or in print. We read magazines that 

match our interests. We read instructions and manuals. Children don’t often 

see us doing this, or are unaware that we are actually reading. We need to 

make sure that children see we are reading and why we are doing it. Many 

children see their parent on their phone and just assume that they are 

playing a game as that is what they would use the phone for. Not 

understanding that we may be reading. Similarly with kindles, children may 

think it is just a tablet. Often our reading comes under two headings;  

-Reading to inform  

-Reading for pleasure  



Reading to inform is where we are reading to find out something. 

Whether this is the news, weather or more information that will help us 

in our day to day lives. Reading for pleasure is what we choose to read 

because we want to. Funny stories, anecdotes, fiction books. Although 

many people read to inform themselves because they enjoy it – so really 

most of this is for pleasure too! Take the time to tell your children what 

you are reading and why you are reading it. Where possible it is great for 

them to actually see you reading, whether it is a book or a magazine. 

This then normalises the behaviour in the house and children will see it 

as an option of something to do – rather than a chore or something 

they have to do in school! 

 

Bedtime stories  

This seems an easy solution but latest figures 

from The Book Trust suggest that only 28% of 

primary school aged children get a bedtime 

story every night. We know as parents, there 

are so many time constraints, but the 

benefits are huge. Reading to your child for 

just 10 minutes a day/night can improve their 

vocabulary, encourage them to read 

independently and can also improve 

parent/child relationships. This is not just a 

KS1 issue. Older children love a bedtime story 

too (even if they won’t always admit it!) 

Grimoldby’s pupil survey showed that 78% of our children in KS1 read to an adult, and 75% have adults 

who read to them. In KS2, 60% read to an adult, but only 45% have adults who read to them.  

 

Stories can be a picture book, comic, poetry, non-fiction or a chapter 

book. Whatever you and your child want to read. If you don’t already 

do this, give it a go. Reading before bedtime is a perfect way to relax 

with your child and allow them to unwind. Make this an unmissable 

part of your day and don’t forget all the choices! If you don’t feel 

confident with your own storytelling abilities, there is always CBeebies 

bedtime story – but I’d advise this as a family activity rather than the 

children on their own, then you can all talk about the story afterwards. 

This is why we would love to celebrate this year’s World Book Day by 

children dressing up in pyjamas and bringing their favourite bedtime 

book into school. 

 
 



 
 
READ ALL ABOUT DOGS 
Jaclyn Jaycox 
 
I like this book because it has facts about dogs and I have a dog. It has good 
pictures in it and tells you how to look after dogs. 
 
Sophie, Year 1  
 
 
THE NAUGHIEST UNICORN 
Pip Bird 
 
I liked that there are lots of unicorns and rainbows and even a unicorn school. Me 
and my friend were laughing our heads off at the magic beans because of their 
moving faces. The assemblies are really different to ours because in their first 
assembly they get a scroll with their name on and their unicorn’s name. They then 
go to lessons with their unicorn but one unicorn is really naughty and it’s called 
Dave! I am going to see if there are more unicorn books in the library.  
 
Annabelle, Year 2 

  
F2 ULTIMATE FOOTBALLERS  
 
It is great because there is loads of football tricks to make you better at football. I 
also liked the reviews of all the players. I read this so quickly! I would recommend 
this to children aged 7 years plus! 
 
Thomas, Year 4 
 
 
 
 
GUTS  
Raina Telgemeler  
 
I like this book because it's a comic strip about a girl who has stomach flu and 
cannot stop vomiting. However, unfortunately, she must go round to a friend's 
house. I would recommend this book to anyone who likes comic strips 
 
Charlie, Year 5  
 
 
 



 
Here are some books we have read/are reading in our school. In each class, we read to our children every 
day. Your child might wish to add these books to their own collection, explore them with you, or even re-
read them.   
 

Reception: 

Lost and Found - Oliver Jeffers.  

Poles Apart - Jeanne Willis. 

Polar Bear What Can You See? Eric Carle. 

Colour Monster Goes to School - Anna Llenas 

Giraffes Can’t Dance - Giles Andreae 

Goldilocks and Just the One Bear - Lauren Child  

 

Year 1: 

Where the Wild Things Are – Maurice Sendak  

Supertato – Sue Hendra  

Juniper Jupiter – Lizzy Stewart 

Pongo- Jesse Hodgeson  

Jabuti the Tortoise- Gerald McDermott  

Slowly, Slowly, Slowly said the Sloth- Eric Carle 

 

Year 2: 

The Secret of Black Rock - Joe Todd Stanton 

The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson  

Mr Penguin and The Lost Treasure - Alex T Smith 

Stubby – Michael Foreman  

The Princess Knight – Cornelia Funke  

 

Year 3: 

Harry the Poisonous Centipede: A story to make 

your squirm – Lynne Reid Banks 

The Firework-Maker's Daughter – Philip Pullman 

Stig of the Dump – Clive King 

Stone Age Boy – Satoshi Kitamura 

Cave Baby – Julia Donaldson 

 

Year 4: 

When the Mountains Roared – Jess Butterworth 

The Land of Roar – Jenny McLachlan  

The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q. Rauf 

  

Year 5: 

Secrets of a Sun King – Emma Carroll  

Egyptian Cinderella – Shirley Climo  

The Executioner's Daughter – Jane Hardstaff  

 

Year 6: 

Michael Morpurgo – Pinocchio 

Nothing Ever Happens Here – Sarah Hagger-Holt 

The Emergency Zoo - Miriam Halahmy 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lost-Found-Oliver-Jeffers-ebook/dp/B007XJ70Z4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EUCXZ4PUK4IY&keywords=Lost+and+Found+-+Oliver+Jeffers.&qid=1645383261&s=books&sprefix=lost+and+found+-+oliver+jeffers.+%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Poles-Apart-Jeanne-Willis/dp/0857634933/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OA7TL2SF44J0&keywords=Poles+apart+-+Jeanne+Willis.&qid=1645383282&s=books&sprefix=poles+apart+-+jeanne+willis.+%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Polar-Bear-Carle-Author-Paperback/dp/B0092L5GY8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=HIX3R69F0DGN&keywords=Polar+bear+what+can+you+see%3F+Eric+Carle.&qid=1645383299&s=books&sprefix=polar+bear+what+can+you+see+eric+carle.%2Cstripbooks%2C536&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Colour-Monster-Goes-School/dp/178741552X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AIG3URN0GHDK&keywords=Colour+Monster+Goes+to+School&qid=1645383341&s=books&sprefix=colour+monster+goes+to+school%2Cstripbooks%2C105&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Giraffes-Cant-Dance-International-Bestseller/dp/1841215651/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Giraffes+Can%E2%80%99t+Dance+-+Giles+Andreae&qid=1645384370&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Goldilocks-Just-Bear-Leigh-Hodgkinson/dp/085763044X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IVV7078X6XF6&keywords=Goldilocks+and+the+three+bears+-+Lauren+Child+%28Alternative+tale%29&qid=1645383406&s=books&sprefix=goldilocks+and+the+three+bears+-+lauren+child+alternative+tale+%2Cstripbooks%2C120&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Where-Wild-Things-Maurice-Sendak/dp/0099408392/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1GQ0OL7BKCCKB&keywords=Where+the+Wild+Things+Are+%E2%80%93+Maurice+Sendak&qid=1645382994&s=books&sprefix=where+the+wild+things+are+maurice+sendak+%2Cstripbooks%2C423&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Supertato-Sue-Hendra/dp/0857074474
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Juniper-Jupiter-Lizzy-Stewart/dp/1786030233/ref=sr_1_1?crid=F014FOYUL2SY&keywords=Juniper+Jupiter+%E2%80%93+Lizzy+Stewart&qid=1645383087&s=books&sprefix=juniper+jupiter+lizzy+stewart%2Cstripbooks%2C78&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pongo-by-Jesse-Hodgson-2013-10-29/dp/B01FKUPJZA/ref=sr_1_1?crid=6I2PKDHH8L76&keywords=pongo-+jesse+hodgson&qid=1645383110&s=books&sprefix=pongo-+jesse+hodgeson+%2Cstripbooks%2C89&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jabuti-Tortoise-Gerald-McDermott-Paperback/dp/B00JYI1QIY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SKVI25JBHTAM&keywords=Jabuti+the+Tortoise-+Gerald+McDermott&qid=1645383134&s=books&sprefix=jabuti+the+tortoise-+gerald+mcdermott+%2Cstripbooks%2C97&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/slowly-Slowly-Said-Sloth/dp/0142408476/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SCLCFV96K6RC&keywords=Slowly%2C+Slowly%2C+Slowly+said+the+Sloth-+Eric+Carle&qid=1645383151&s=books&sprefix=slowly+slowly+slowly+said+the+sloth-+eric+carle%2Cstripbooks%2C71&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-Black-Rock-Todd-Stanton/dp/1911171747/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IZM9YH146PA3&keywords=The+Secret+of+Black+Rock&qid=1645382713&s=books&sprefix=the+secret+of+black+rock+%2Cstripbooks%2C293&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Snail-Whale-Julia-Donaldson/dp/0142405809
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mr-Penguin-Lost-Treasure-Book/dp/1444932071/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2NVTXQSR9XCCX&keywords=Mr+Penguin+and+the+lost+treasure&qid=1645382793&s=books&sprefix=mr+penguin+and+the+lost+treasure+%2Cstripbooks%2C94&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stubby-Story-Friendship-Michael-Foreman/dp/1783447656/ref=sr_1_1?crid=A1WCN6RP4FHJ&keywords=stubby&qid=1645382889&s=books&sprefix=stubby+%2Cstripbooks%2C82&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Princess-Knight-Cornelia-Funke/dp/1904442145/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3RB5T65VYB9LL&keywords=The+Princess+Knight&qid=1645382844&s=books&sprefix=the+princess+knight%2Cstripbooks%2C89&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Poisonous-Centipede-Story-Squirm/dp/0007476779
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Poisonous-Centipede-Story-Squirm/dp/0007476779
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Firework-Makers-Daughter-Philip-Pullman/dp/0241326338/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14HPCYG5YRHGJ&keywords=The+Firework-Maker%27s+Daughter+%E2%80%93+Philip+Pullman&qid=1645382508&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C102&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stig-Dump-Puffin-Book-Clive/dp/0141354852/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PP6MVE7HNGDR&keywords=Stig+of+the+Dump+%E2%80%93+Clive+King&qid=1645382526&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C600&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stone-Age-Boy-Satoshi-Kitamura/dp/1406312193/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1PA9J2M3YEBF5&keywords=Stone+Age+Boy+%E2%80%93+Satoshi+Kitamura&qid=1645382569&s=books&sprefix=stone+age+boy+satoshi+kitamura%2Cstripbooks%2C93&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cave-Baby-Julia-Donaldson/dp/0330522760/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1CEHYSH27TRSG&keywords=cave+baby+julia+donaldson&qid=1645382593&s=books&sprefix=cave+baby+%2Cstripbooks%2C202&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/When-Mountains-Roared-Jess-Butterworth/dp/1510102116
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Land-Roar-Jenny-McLachlan-ebook/dp/B07P11JV4J/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1XFJHC9V7YDFD&keywords=the+land+of+roar&qid=1645380190&s=books&sprefix=the+land+of+roar%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boy-At-Back-Class-ebook/dp/B0791HHRV1/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+boy+at+the+back+of+the+class&qid=1645380239&s=books&sprefix=the+boy+at+%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Secrets-Sun-King-Emma-Carroll/dp/0571328490/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=55598688437&gclid=CjwKCAiA6seQBhAfEiwAvPqu1xk9smKCAbOsO903YqNd9GsViaKGI6TYOZpJ4OZDfGhqSWgUiR7nlBoCDgQQAvD_BwE&hvadid=272974522733&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=1006892&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=14353088468487021957&hvtargid=kwd-512187616487&hydadcr=24428_1748934&keywords=secrets+of+a+sun+king&qid=1645382081&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Shirley-Egyptian-Cinderella-Feb-1992-Paperback/dp/B01DHEZUHI/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20UWKTY5MSGGY&keywords=Egyptian+Cinderella&qid=1645382112&sprefix=egyptian+cinderella%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Executioners-Daughter-Jane-Hardstaff/dp/140526828X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pinocchio-Michael-Morpurgo-ebook/dp/B00EXB6ZN8/ref=sr_1_3?crid=18ZRJ55871HV5&keywords=Michael+Morpurgo+%E2%80%93+Pinocchio&qid=1645382014&s=books&sprefix=michael+morpurgo+pinocchio%2Cstripbooks%2C174&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nothing-Ever-Happens-Sarah-Hagger-Holt-ebook/dp/B07ZKCFH62/ref=sr_1_1?crid=340LSHN6KT7ES&keywords=Nothing+Ever+Happens+Here+%E2%80%93+Sarah+Hagger-Holt&qid=1645381974&s=books&sprefix=nothing+ever+happens+here+sarah+hagger-holt%2Cstripbooks%2C100&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Emergency-Zoo-Miriam-Halahmy/dp/1846883970/ref=sr_1_2?crid=T0FI6UJVF03R&keywords=the+emergency+zoo+miriam+halal&qid=1645382328&sprefix=the+emergency+zoo+miriam+hala%2Caps%2C84&sr=8-2


 


