
How can you promote reading for pleasure at home? 
 

 
 
 
What can we do? 
 

• Reading environments  
• Reading aloud to our children and reading 

with them 
• Book talk 
• Independent reading time  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Book chat develops language, comprehension and pleasure! 

 
(Open University) 

 



 
 

S-A-L-E: STRATEGIES TO INCREASE CHILDREN’S LOVE OF READING 
Ruth Miskin 

At Grimoldby, we use the acronym SALE to promote reading for 
pleasure. We can use this at home too! 
S is for – Same – Persuade children that they all want to be 
reading the same thing. 
A is for – Authority – Become an expert on children’s books. 
L is for – Live it – Breathe life into the book. 
E is for – Ease – Make it easy to for children to find books. 
 
S is for Same 
Although we would prefer to think our choices are original, in fact 
we often choose things that others also like. Advertisers play on 
this. They know that people like to follow the crowd. Knowing this 
is useful in persuading children to read. What books do your 
children’s friends like to read? 
 
A is for Authority 
We listen to those whom we believe to be experts in a particular field. Not only do we listen to their views 
on their specialism, but we are also likely to value their views and recommendations about other things. 
But this works not only in selling products. You might well choose to read a novel by a previously unknown 
author if it was recommended by another author whose work you already knew and enjoyed. 
In terms of exercising ‘authority’ to get children reading, the best promoters are teachers and parents. If 
you say, ‘I think you’ll really enjoy this one,’ the child is willing to trust your judgement and believe you. 
They care about what you think about books – and what you think about their likes and dislikes. 
 
L is for Live It 
We need to create that desire in children. We can help readers make the imaginative leap to inhabit the 
new book, make children feel what it would be like to be ‘inside’ it. How can you make reading aloud 
exciting? 
- Read part of the opening, at least to a point where they would want to carry on reading for 
themselves, so that by that time you have introduced the setting or a few key characters. 
- Read intriguing extracts that might be key to the plot – without giving too much away – and ask 
children what they think might be going on at that point – and, indeed, what might happen next. 
- Read some of the dialogue aloud to introduce characters. 
 
E is for Ease 
When we are offered too many options as a potential buyer, we walk away. What can we do to make 
books easy to choose? 
- Reducing the number of books presented to children. 
- Putting the books at children’s eye level. They should be able to see easily what is available. 
This also means getting rid of books that are dull and dog-eared. Unless the child is a dedicated searcher, it 
can be like sifting through a jumble sale! 
 
How else can I promote reading at home? 

• Join the library! If you join, you get sign up to the ‘Libby App’ and can listen to audiobooks for free! 

• Audible is a fantastic app that has children’s books and podcasts on too. You do pay a monthly 
subscription but it’s worth it! 

• Magazine subscriptions are another way to make reading exciting and current for children.  

• Keeping current with shortlists and children’s book awards E.g. Waterstones, UKLA  


