
Reception    Project: Nature Detectives           Driving Question: What is lurking in the woods?  

 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Woods Land covered with trees. 

Forest Larger than the woods and has 
more habitats for animals. 

Minibeast A small creature also known as 
an insect 

Nocturnal An animal that is asleep in the 
day and awake at night. 

Diurnal An animal that is awake during 
the day and asleep at night. 

Owls A bird of prey. Most Owls are 
Nocturnal. 

Bears A large mammal. 

Caterpillar A minibeast. 

Butterfly  A minibeast that a caterpillar 
turns into. 

Cocoon (Chrysalis) The home a caterpillar makes 
around itself before it turns 
into a butterfly. 

Habitat The natural home of an animal 
or plant. 

 

 

Woodland animals are animals that live in the wood.  

Some woodland animals are nocturnal where they sleep in the 

day and are awake at night. Owls are nocturnal. 

Minibeasts live under a log or stone. 
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